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TEXT:  2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 
THEME:  Stand Firm and Hold to the Teachings 

1. God Chose You  2.  To Share in the Glory of Christ 
 

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from 
the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit 
and through belief in the truth.  He called you to this through our gospel, that you 
might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  So then, brothers, stand firm and 
hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.  
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his 
grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and 
strengthen you in every good deed and word.  NIV84 
 

Dear Christian Friends, 
 

Who do you think is going to win the Super Bowl?  If you are the starting 
quarterback on a Super Bowl team, you are excited and nervous.  You would 
prepare as best you can, but cannot guarantee that you will win.  Winning 
depends on how well you play in the game.  But what if, through some 
miraculous peek into the future, you see that your team does win the Super 
Bowl?  You would feel confident to go on the field.  Even if you were losing for 
part of the game, you wouldn’t worry, because you would know that your team 
is going to win. 
 
That’s the confidence the apostle Paul gives you when he writes, “From the 
beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of 
the Spirit and through belief in the truth.”  This is often called the doctrine 
of election, or predestination.  The Bible tells us in Ephesians, Romans, and 
other places that before the creation of the world, God chose you to be in 
heaven with him. 
 
When you came into the world, God the Holy Spirit made sure to line up 
events in your life so that you heard the good news of salvation through faith 
in Jesus Christ.  You didn’t choose God; he chose you.  You didn’t decide to 
be a believer.  God gave you faith—simple trust in your heart.  Through God-
given faith, the perfect life of Jesus has been transferred to your spiritual 
account.  You are sanctified, or made holy, purified of all sin and guilt. 
 
Predestination does not mean that God looked into the future to see that you 
would believe and then chose you on that basis.  That would mean that 
salvation depends on something in us.  Salvation does not depend on us.  It 
depends on God, who chose you.  The only reason God chose you is because 
of his great love.  You know he loves you.  He was willing to sacrifice his Son, 
Jesus Christ, in order to pay for your sins.  You can be sure that you are 
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saved.  You already know the final score of your life.  Instead of wavering in 
your faith or worrying, you can STAND FIRM AND HOLD ON TO THE 
TEACHINGS.  You can be confident of your salvation. 
 
I would like to take you back to some more football talk for just a minute.  Do 
you remember a quarterback named Rohan Davey?  Don’t worry, not too 
many people do.  He was drafted as the 117th pick in the 2002 NFL draft.  He 
was a backup quarterback for his entire NFL career.  He never reached the 
100-yard passing mark and threw absolutely no touchdowns.  Yet, he has two 
Super Bowl champion rings.  You see, he was the backup quarterback for a 
team that was very good.  Mr. Davey contributed nothing to those Super Bowl 
championships, but he did get to celebrate the victories and could show you 
his championship rings as proof. 
 
We have done absolutely nothing for our salvation.  We have not lived a 
perfect life as God requires.  Nor are we able to pay for any of our sins.  Still, 
Paul says that we get to “share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
What we couldn’t do, Jesus did for us.  Jesus lived a perfect life.  He never did 
anything wrong.  At his baptism, which we celebrated last week, and at his 
transfiguration, which we will celebrate in a month, his heavenly Father said 
he was pleased with Jesus’ life.  Like someone else going to work and doing 
your job for you but you getting the paycheck, Jesus did the work of living a 
perfect life and gave you credit for it.  God declares you holy for Jesus’ sake.  
And as Jesus hung on the cross, he paid the price for our sins.  “The LORD 
has laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Is 53:6).  Jesus paid for our sins.  
Our debt with God is paid in full.  Jesus did all the work. 
 
The apostle Paul explains that God made us a member of his winning team 
“through the gospel.”  Through the simple good news of God’s saving love 
that comes to us through Word and sacrament, God “drafted” you as a 
member of his team.  You get to enjoy all the blessings that Jesus earned.  
Since Jesus rose from the dead on Easter morning as the champion over sin, 
death, and the devil, you are able to share in his glory.  You can look forward 
to sharing in his glory in an eternity of heavenly happiness. 
 
Life on this sin-infected earth is not so glorious now.  Take heart.  Jesus 
already won the victory for you.  Through Christ, you are a world champion.  
STAND FIRM AND HOLD ON TO THE TEACHINGS as you look forward to 
sharing in Jesus’ glory.  Amen. 


